Digital Lit Circles/Blog Guidelines 

Blogging in a school setting gives students and teachers the opportunity to share thoughts and explore ideas even when class is not in session. It also gives students the opportunity to write in a real world setting.  Our blog site, set up through the Jeffco Domain of Google Sites (S’Google), can only be accessed by Jefferson County teachers and students, thus providing a safer environment than a regular online blog. Students and teachers access the site by logging into their  Google account via the Ryan Library’s website (ryanlic.weebly.com) using their ID number as the user name and their 6 digit birth date (mmddyy) for the password.

Since this blog is set up for educational purposes, it is mandatory that the following guidelines are followed.  Not following these guidelines could cause you to face disciplinary action, including the possibility of suspension, and/or loss of access to the Internet or the Jeffco  Google tools.

· Do not include any personal information (phone #, address, e-mail, photos,  etc.) in your post. 
· Do not write about other people without their permission. When referring to others, use only their first name.

· The blog is an extension of the classroom, use school appropriate language only. 
· Be sure that you are proud of anything you write (it may be graded!) 
· Always check your spelling, punctuation and grammar (no phone text language, please) - Try writing your post using a word processor and then paste it into the blog.
· Use full sentences. When answering a question, include the question in your answer so that others can follow your thoughts (CSIQ:  Complete Sentence Including Question).  Ex: Who is the Principal?     Answer:  The Principal is Mrs. Techmanski.
· Be prepared to take responsibility for the content of your writing. Support your information or opinion by including references to the text, your own experience or “why” you are writing about a topic.
· Be aware of copyright issues. Cite the source of your information.

· Be willing to hear what other people have to say, even if you don’t agree with them.  It is OK to disagree, but NEVER OK to be rude or hurtful. 

· When responding to a post, show that you have read what was written.   Ex: “I like what you said about… because…” rather than “I agree.” If you do not understand, respectfully ask for clarification.

· Be kind and respect opinions.  Use sentence starters such as, “I support your opinion that…”, “You make a good point…” or “I respectfully disagree with…  because…” 

· Stay on topic. This is not the place to write about what you did last weekend.
· The administrator of the blog (teacher) can remove any post that does not follow these guidelines. If you see anything inappropriate, please notify a teacher immediately.
